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NEW YORK - chashama presents a Bindlestiff Family Variety Arts Inc. Production of The Mammy Project. Every Monday @ 8PM, starting January 19, 2003 and Every Sunday @ 5pm Starting February 1,2003. At the Palace Of Variety 125 West 42nd Street, between 6th Avenue and Broadway. For reservations please call 212.674.4538





The Mammy Project, written by Michelle Matlock and directed by Joan Evans, finally confronts the American stereotype of Mammy as a white man’s fantasy, a black woman’s history and a country’s favorite product. As performed by Michelle Matlock this project travels from the life and times of Nancy Green (the first woman hired to play the part of a mammy), through the minstrel show era and silver-screen Mammies, to the present day where Aunt Jemima is still bought and sold from her pancake box prison. 





History informs us that the character of Mammy was imagined from slavery, minstrel shows and advertising. The Mammy Project re-imagines these cultural traditions, evolving their oppressive power with daredevil humor, educated outrage and ridiculous grace.





“ Before…our joy at the demise of Aunt Jemima and Uncle Tom approaches the indecent, we had better ask whence they sprang, how they lived? Into what limbo have they vanished?” James Baldwin, Notes of a Native Son.





This final run of  The Mammy Project is in celebration of American History, Black History and Women’s History.





Michelle Matlock is a graduate of the National Shakespeare Conservatory in New York City. She is an Actress and Physical Comedienne and her talents have been used by such companies as Moonwork Inc., Circus Amok, The Bindlestiff Family Cirkus, Daredevil Opera Company and Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines.  Michelle began seriously developing The Mammy Project in the year 2001 after she was called by her agent to audition for an Aunt Jemima Pancak
